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CALL OF THE WILD- FEBRUARY EDITION 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Community Hiking Club Schedule 
 

Saturday, February 6 - Liberty Cyn to Phantom Trail to Malibu 
Creek State Park and the Pools. 

Distance: 9 mile loop 

Gain: ~ 900 ft. 

Rating:  Moderate +,  mainly for overall distance and some elevation 
gain. 

Description: 



Back by popular demand!!  This hike is a 9 mile loop with approx 
900 ft gain in the Santa Monica Mountains through Liberty Canyon, 
the woodlands/ grasslands; then connecting to the Phantom Trail we 

climb to the ridge before crossing Mulholland drive into Malibu 
Creek State Park and hiking the old 20th Century Fox property to 

the south end of Century Lake/ Dam. 

We will then take the Forest Trail along the north end of the lake, 
visit the rock pools if there is water again and view the climbing 

walls, before completing a loop back along the creek bed and up the 
meadows back to the trailhead. So......lots of terrain variety here!!   

We have seen deer, coyotes, water birds and wild parrots on 
previous visits.  The hike will include mainly single track trails and 

some fireroads/ riverwalks.  Due to distance, we will keeping a 
moderate pace that may be a little fast for beginning hikers. 

Carpooling from Santa Clarita Valley : 

Meet the leader at Towsley Canyon outside the gate at 7:15AM for a 
7:30 AM SHARP departure to the trailhead or plan to meet at the 

trailhead at ~8.15AM to leave at 8:30AM SHARP . 

Meet near the Malibu S.P. Trailhead (Only 45 minutes from SCV!) 
at ~ 8:15AM:   Take the 405 Fwy South to 101 Fwy North and exit at 
Las Virgenes. Turn left on Las Virgenes. Turn right at the light for 
Mulholland Hwy (if you pass the sign for the entrance to the State 

Park, you have gone too far). On Mulholland Hwy, there is parking 
on the dirt shoulders on both sides of the road, please watch for 
traffic.  26990 Mulholland Hwy in Google maps will get you to 

exactly where we are meeting.26990 Mulholland Hwy in Google 
maps will get you to exactly where we are meeting. 



We will meet and go through an opening in the fence on the RIGHT 
(North) side of Mulholland Hwy that leads to the North Grasslands 

trail to begin the hike.  Look for your leader wearing an orange 
bandana as there may be other hiking groups.   We will leave the 

trailhead at 8:30AM sharp!! 

Bring:  Plenty of water (3 liters recommended), electrolytes (e.g. 
Gatorade). Sunscreen, hat, lunch/ snacks, hiking poles (helpful on 
the uphill portion), and a camera. Wear layered clothing in case it 

gets hot or cold.  Wear boots with lots of tread. 

Adventure Pass: Not required. 

Dogs: Sorry - No, they are not allowed in Malibu Cyn SP. 

Leader: Steve 

 

Saturday, February 13, 2016 - Hike to the famous Hollywood Sign 

Distance:  ~6 miles (out and back style) 

Gain: ~ 650 feet 

Rating:  Moderate + 

Description: 

Laura will take you today to a Los Angeles icon - The Hollywood 
sign.  The hike starts at the Griffith Park Observatory (another LA 
landmark) and takes us first, via a fire road, to the summit of Mt. 
Hollywood. After a quick break to enjoy the views, we continue on 



via fire roads and single track trails to Mt. Lee which rises behind 
the sign. 

We take in 360 degree views of Hollywood, the L.A. basin and San 
Fernando Valley.  Standing on top of Mt. Lee really puts the size of 

the Santa Monica Mountains into perspective with the San Gabriel’s 
rising off to the east. 

Carpooling from Santa Clarita Valley:  If you wish to carpool, meet 
at Towsley Cyn outside the entrance gate at 8:00AM for an 8:15 AM 

SHARP departure to the trail head. 

Please be respectful of your driver's support by contributing 
something at the end of your carpool to help defray the cost of gas - 

THX. 

Carpooling from Santa Clarita Valley:  Exit the I-5 freeway in Santa 
Clarita Valley at Calgrove Blvd. Turn West and follow Calgrove 

around a curve and through one light. You will now see the gate to 
Towsley Canyon on your right. Park and look for a group of hikers/ 

leader. 

Directions to the trail head/ Meet the leader: Take the I-5 South and 
exit at Los Feliz.  Drive to the Griffith Park Observatory and park 
there.  Your leader will meet you there at ~ 8:45AM for a 9:00AM 

SHARP departure up the trail. 

Bring:  Lots of water/ Gatorade (2 - 3 L), a hat, sunscreen, a snack 
and hiking poles if you have them.  Camera.  Good shoes with tread 

are a must - no flip flops or tennis shoes please. 

Adventure Pass:  Not required 



Dogs: OK, if on a leash and well-behaved with other dogs / people 
carrying poles.  If you bring a dog, please plan to drive yourself to 

the trailhead. 

Leader: Laura S. 

 

Saturday February 20, 2016 : Pacoima Canyon to Dutch Louie 
Tunnel 

Distance: 4.5 miles (out and back, reverse style - down first) 

Gain: ~ 850' elevation gain, on the way back up 

Rating: Easy to Moderate (on way back up). You should be in fair 
physical condition.  Children under 12 might find the going difficult. 

 

Description: 

The hike starts at Dillon Divide on Little Tujunga Canyon. We will 
follow a dirt road for a short distance until a single track trail turns 

off into Pacomia Canyon. It is a nice hike down into the canyon. 
Once in the canyon, we should encounter a small creek. 

Fun fact: The trail will take us to Dutch Louie Tunnel.  A 
prospector carved the tunnel through the rock to divert the creek, so 

he could mine for gold in a dry creek bed. The tunnel is a 100-150 
feet long and may still have the creek running through it. We will 
continue on a little further up steam to visit the Dagger Flat area 

and the lower entrance to the of the Dagger Flat trail.  Here, we will 



have a snack before turning around and heading back the same 
way. 

Meeting your leader/ Mandatory Carpool due to limited parking:  
Due to very limited parking at the Dillon Divide turnout, please 

meet at Bear Divide between 08:00-08:15AM and then we will make 
arrangements for a short 3 mile carpool down Little Tijunga Road 

to the trailhead (leaving the rest of the cars at Bear Divide). 

Directions to Meeting spot/ Carpool area: 

Take the I-5 to the SR-14 North. Exit at Sand Canyon, turn right 
(South/East). Go all the way past all the houses, Placerita Canyon 

etc., going straight. Enter the Angeles National Forest and continue 
up!up!up! along Sand Canyon Road until you see a memorial at a 

bad corner (on the right side). Shortly after this, you will go around 
a sharp left hand bend and crest the hill. The Bear Divide 

picnic/parking area is immediately on the right. Park here to form 
the carpool. 

Leader: Dave 

 
Saturday February 27, 2016 – “Butt Kicker”: Horn Canyon, Ojai to 

Pines Campground and Sintas Road 

Mileage:   9 Miles RT (out and back) 

Gain: 3200’ !!!!! (straight up) 

Rated: Moderate  +++ / Difficult 

Description: 



This is a beautiful out and back hike that starts out by following 
Thatcher Creek.  It is also a butt kicker that is just about pure gain 
all the way to the top and with not too many switchbacks.  So you 

have been warned, no whining!! 

We look down on the Krishnamurti Foundation in Ojai.  Horn 
Canyon was reportedly one of Krishnamurti's favorite walks. He 

sometimes told the tale of how in his younger days he befriended a 
mountain lion along this trail. 

The views from here are spectacular (honest) - Ojai, the ocean, all 
the Channel islands and Topa Topa mountain.  We will see old 

growth chaparral, and when we reach the campsite, which will be 
our first stop, you will enjoy a large grouping of Stone Pine. 

If you are afraid of the gain, you can stop at the campground, which 
would be about 1600’ gain, and complete a RT hike of 6 miles.  If 

you want to do this, you should plan to drive yourself or find 
someone else to carpool with that would like to do the same distance/ 

gain.   Depending on time/ interest, we may stop in Ojai for 
refreshments after the hike. 

Bring/ Wear: 

Camera, hiking poles, shoes with good tread, lunch, snacks, LOTS 
of water/ electrolytes (2 - 3 Liters), a bug net and sunscreen. 

Wear long pants as some brush overhangs the trail, and a hat as 
there is not much shade on the trail. An extra outer layer in case it is 
chilly at first (you can always leave it in the car) or windy at the top.  

NOTE: There may be small biting flies out and about, so please 
wear long sleeves/ bring insect repellent and a bug net for your face. 

Adventure Pass:  No 



 

 

 

Dogs: OK, if kept on a leash and well behaved around other dogs 
and people with poles. If you bring a dog, please drive yourself. 

Carpooling from Santa Clarita Valley to trail head:  Meet at 
Walmart parking lot on Kelly Johnson PKWY in Valencia at the 
southwest corner at 6:45 AM for a 7:00 AM SHARP departure to 
the trailhead. We prefer that you carpool due to distance and as 

parking at the trailhead can be a problem, and finding the trailhead 
is difficult.  Please be respectful of your driver's support by 

contributing something at the end of your carpool to help defray the 
cost of gas - THX 

If you insist, you can drive to the trail head, following the directions 
below. If you cannot find the trailhead, please park in the first 

parking lot at the Thatcher School and watch for the hikers to pass 
you by, then you can follow them to the trail head. If there is no 

parking at the trail head, you can park in the school parking lot and 
walk the distance into the trail head. (PLEASE CONSIDER 

CARPOOLING) 

Directions to trail head:  Take the I-5 North to the 126 West. From 
the 126, Exit onto Hwy 150 to Ojai (in Santa Paula). In Ojai, turn 
right onto Reeves Road. (Bocalli’s Restaurant is on this corner). 

Turn left on McAndrew Road. Follow the signs to Thatcher School. 
As you enter the school grounds, look for signs to the Gymkhana 

Field. On the left, you will see a white gate and a fire road. There is 
parking here for only a few vehicles. This is the trail head where we 



will meet, please do not be late. (You will not see the trail head sign 
as it is hidden by some Orange trees. There is also an Andy Gump at 
the trail head. It will be behind you if you are looking at the access 

gate). 

Meet your leader:   At the Horn Canyon trail head in Ojai, at 8:00 
AM for an 8:15AM SHARP departure up the trail. 

Leader:  Steve l. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Nature Series  

 

 



 

Last Month’s Hikes and Events 

 

Los Pinetos New Year’s Hike 

 
Hummingbird Trail Hike 



 
Middle Knob Hike 

 
Oak of the Golden Dream Lecture 



 
Indian Canyon North Hike 

 
Weldon to O’Melveny Hike 



 
Devil’s Chair Hike 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!!! 

 
 
 

February 

 
Dick Meyers-February 1 

Amy Lethbridge-February 1 

Dan Shepherd-February 2 

Sharon Gondek-February 4 

Shannon Wickliffe-February 7 

Maria Lowe-February 8 

Mitch Apodaca-February 10 

Mary Miyoko Cox-February 11 

Julie Best-February 13 

Marc Maacisso-February 15 

Alan Pollack-February  16 

Tony Strickland-February 17 

Laurie Ender-February 19 
Cliff Kelling-February-20 



Virginia Mullen-February 25 

Aileen Nowatski-February 25 

George Greer-February 25 

Gina Diaz February-26 

James Dittmer-February 28 

Mary Miller-February 29 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

CHC MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
Where: Boys and Girl's Club, Newhall 

Date: February 8, 2016 
Time: 7:00 PM 

  
Do you have an idea? You're welcome to bring us your ideas! 

  

 



  
YUMMMMM OF THE MONTH 

 

 
20 Minute Hamburger Skillet Stew 

1/4 lb Lean ground beef 
1 lg Onion, sliced wafer-thin 
4 Carrots, sliced wafer-thin 
2 Potatoes, sliced wafer-thin 

3 Ribs celery, sliced wafer-thin 
1 c Boiling water 

2 t Beef extract OR bouillon 
2 Bay leaves 

1/4 t Dried thyme 
Salt OR garlic salt 

Pepper 1/4 c Dry red wine 
-OR tomato juice 

2 T All purpose flour 
Use melon baller and shape meat into tiny meatballs. Brown in 

skillet. Discard any fat. Stir onion into skillet and cook 1 min. Add 
boiling water or broth and extract or bouillon. Add remaining 

veggies, seasonings. Cover, cook over low heat, 15 mins until vegs are 
tender. Combine wine or water and flour in covered jar. Shake and stir 

into skillet. Cook and stir until sauce is thick, 4 mins. 
 

 
 

Supporters and Partners 

 
Dr. Clare Macaulay, DDS 

http://www.drclaredentist.com/ 
 

SketchPad 
(Contact Larry Holt at larry@sketch.com) 

  



 

chris@avflorist.com  

http://www.avflorist.com/                661-948-6006 

 
Joan Oxman 

Southern Oaks Realty 

 

  
 

Adventure 16 
www.adventure16.com 

 



  
ALG Aviation 

7240 Hayvenhurst Pl. 145 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 

(818) 570-0810Contact: Zohrab Grigorian,  
Director of Operations/Pilot 

www.algaviation 
 

  
 

 
Spreebird Deals  

Join Spreebird Deals and designate CHC as your 501c3 Beneficiary,  
and we will get a small reward for each coupon you purchase! 

www.spreebird deals.com 
  
 

  
 

Mosaic Services, Inc (Financial Solutions) 
Janet Peterson, CPA 

866-685-7585 
661-644-3770 

jpeterson@mosaicSVC.com 
www.MosaicSVC.com 

 

 



 
Ahead Builders 

26784 Claudette St 362 
Santa Clarita, CA 91351 

(818)700-9109 
Lic No 814847 

cmscontin@yahoo.com 
Aheadbuilders.com 

Ahead Builders - Residential Remodeling Contractor, Kitchen Upgrades, Bathroom 
Upgrades 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ahead Builders - Residential 
Remodeling Contractor, Kitc... 

Ahead Builders is a residential remodeling 
contractor speciliziing in kitchen upgrades and 

bathroom upgrades. 
 

View on www.aheadbuilders.com  Preview by Yahoo 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 

  Roberto Torres Azpeitia, GD 
ART CreActive 

Marketing Solutions 
Design & Printing 

818.522.6673 



www.dbgprinting.com 
www.facebook.com/artcms 

 
Santa Clarita CA 91387 

 

 
Vibe Performing Arts Studios 

24460 Lyons Avenue 

Santa Clarita, CA 91321 

 
Boys and Girl’s Club 

24909 Newhall Avenue 
Santa Clarita, CA 91321 

661-254-2582 
  

 
 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/NoHoJO 



 
Alternative Health Care Concepts, Inc. 

10645 Riverside Drive 
Toluca Lake, Ca. 91602 

 
818-505-9511 

 
Contact: Christina Marino 

  

 
 

Eve Bushman, evewine101.com and eve@evewine101.com 

 
JusMyStyleRadio 

JusMyStyleRadio.com 

Email: Info@JusMyStyleRadio.com 

Contact: Tracie Kimbrough 



 
Robin Becerra 

Dilbeck Real Estate Real Living 
661-755-3171 (Cell) 

email: robin.becerra@dilbeck.com 
redrobinb1@yahoo.com 

BRE #01271786 

 

Nancy Starczyk 

Realty Executives 

661-803-0103 

Nancy@elitEstates.com 

26650 The Old Road, Santa Clarita, Ca 91381 

 

 

SCCA 

Sand Canyon Community Association 

25800 Sand Canyon Road 

Santa Clarita CA 91387 

 
  



 
Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society 

Alan Pollack, President 

ampollack@yahoo.com 
  

SCVTAC 
  

 
SCVTAC (Santa Clarita Valley Trails Advisory Committee) 

25800 Sand Canyon Road 

  
  
 

Gibbon Conservation Center  
 http://www.gibboncenter.org/ 



 

Bradley J. Kirst, DDS. Inc./Family Dentistry 

661-288-2088 

 

Line Jumper Talent 

linejumpertalent.com 

 

Lean Berets 

ron@theleanberets.com 
 

www.theleanberets.com  
 

661.993.7874 
 



 
Coach RJ Foot Fitness 

http://www.rjfootfitness.com  
 

In Foot Fitness, 
Ron Jones, MS 
Kinesiologist 

Corporate Wellcoach 
RJFootFitness.com 

661.993.7874 
 

 
Law Offices of Ross A. Stucker 

23942 Lyons Avenue, Suite 204 

Santa Clarita, CA. 91321 

661-255-0707 

  
Nissan of Valencia 

24111 Creekside Road, Valencia 

 



 

 

 
Culinary Wonders Cooking School 

23460 Cinema Drive, suite B, Valencia, CA 91355 

info@culinarywonders.net or by phone at (661)-254-1234 
Email: info@culinarywonders.net 

Chef Herve Guillard 
  

  
Copper Hill Animal Clinic 

27935 Seco Canyon Road 

Santa Clarita, Ca. 91350 

661-296-8848 

www.copperhillanimalclinic.com 

Contact: Vanessa Vandersande, DVM 



  

Angel Flight 

888-40an-angel 

Info@angelflightwest.org 

www.angelflightwest.org 

contact in Valencia: Joyce Shulman 661-263-2680 

 

 
Real Estate Agent ·  Real Estate Service ·  Real Estate Investment 

  
10205 Riverside Dr., Toluca Lake, California 91602(818) 763-5162 

  

Realty World Legends/Bill Bailey 

661-703-2773 



 

Insurance SCV 

Phone: 661-803-3803 

FAX: 661-250-6144 

Email: carol@insurancescv.com 

22777 Lyons Ave, 102 

Santa Clarita, CA 91321  

 

 

 


